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START HERE

A wreath worth making

Four build plans. Six photo illustrations. Clear fixes for the awkward bits.

A good Christmas wreath starts with a door that still opens. Before you cut a single stem, check the
space, choose a frame and decide how you will hang it. After that, the work becomes much easier.
Small bundles cover the ring, a few well-placed decorations give it character and a sound hanging

loop keeps everything where it belongs.

This guide centres on a full evergreen wreath made on a reusable wire frame. You can follow that
project as written or use the same fixing methods for a lighter grapevine crescent. There are also
plans for a simple indoor hoop and a reusable artificial wreath. Choose your project before
shopping so you buy the right amount of foliage.

Find your next step

Pages What you will find

3-8 Choose a style, measure the space and gather materials
9-13 Plan A: measured evergreen wreath and the full build

14-16 Secure decorations, make a bow and arrange the details
17-19 Choose a hanger, check clearances and care for fresh foliage
20-23 Plans B, C and D: crescent, hoop and reusable wreaths
24-27 Plan your time, add lights, fix problems and pack away
28-30 Printable worksheet, bench checklist and source notes

USE THE PLANS AS WORKING TARGETS

Dimensions describe the proposed designs, not every shop-bought frame. Measure your own frame
and doorway. Photo illustrations show the look. The labelled diagrams explain the construction and
are not full-size templates.
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CHOOSE YOUR STYLE

Let the setting lead

Match the wreath to the place it will hang, then choose the colours.

oOLLO

A Full evergreen B Grapevine crescent C Simple hoop D Reusable foliage

Style Best fit What changes

Full evergreen A cool, sheltered front door Plenty of foliage hides the frame. Follow Plan A.

Grapevine A covered porch or sheltered Leave part of the ring visible. Use fewer stems.

crescent door

Simple metal hoop An indoor wall away from Keep decorations light. Artificial foliage avoids
heat drying.

Reusable artificial Indoor display or a suitable Use foliage and decorations rated for the
sheltered outdoor spot setting.

Dried flowers and A dry indoor wall Handle gently. Keep clear of humidity and

seed heads flame.

Paper or fabric An indoor room Use a lightweight ring. Avoid rain and damp

entrances.

For a first wreath, choose one green base and one accent colour. Burgundy ribbon works with
orange slices and brown cones. lvory ribbon lifts a dark door, while copper looks warm against
blue-grey paint. A wreath with every spare bauble attached can feel busy before you reach the
front step. Put a few pieces aside and judge the shape from a distance.
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MEASURE BEFORE BUYING

Choose a size that fits

Measure the finished foliage outline, not just the bare frame.

Cut a circle from scrap paper or cardboard in your proposed finished size. Hold it against the door
with the centre around eye level, then adjust for panels, glass and the doorbell camera. Test the
space below for a bow. A 45 cm wreath suits many ordinary doors, but a narrow glazed panel may
need something much smaller.

Frame outside diameter Planning target: finished width

20 cm / about 8 in 30-35cm /12-14 in Small door panel or indoor
wall

25 cm / about 10 in 38-42 cm / 15-16.5 in Compact front door wreath

30 cm / about 12 in 43-48 cm /17-19 in Plan A target: 45 cm /18 in

35 cm / about 14 in 50-55 cm / 20-22 in Wide door with room for
depth

45 cm finished width
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CHECK DEPTH AS WELL AS WIDTH

A full fresh wreath can project roughly 8-12 cm (3-5 in) from the frame. Leave extra space behind a
storm door. If it presses on the foliage or ornaments, use a flatter design or another location.
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MATERIALS

Pick the right base

The main project uses a bare wire frame. No floral foam is needed.

Base How it works

Box-style wire ring Two or more rigid rails with cross-braces. Bind
stems around the full rail section.

Grapevine or willow A thick ring that holds separate wire ties. Test
ring for loose or brittle stems.

Plain metal hoop A narrow circle with little surface grip. Add two

ties to each short spray.

Straw ring A padded ring that takes binding wire. Keep its

wrapping intact.

Moss-padded wire Moss bound around a rigid frame. It needs
ring moisture and adds weight.

If you prefer a moss base

Choose it for

A full foliage wreath with a
clear shape.

A visible natural frame and
partial foliage.

A light indoor wreath with
plenty of open space.

A fuller wreath where the
base stays covered.

A fresh wreath when you
can manage the extra care.

Use clean moss from a permitted garden source or a responsibly sourced supplier. Spread small
handfuls over the ring and bind them with reel wire until the padding is even. Add foliage over the
top and keep the moss damp during display. Weigh the wreath after watering and draining. This is

an optional method, not an extra layer required for Plan A. [1]

Inspect the frame before covering it

Reject a frame with a cracked weld, a loose cross-brace or a sharp broken end. Press it against the
bench to check that it sits evenly. A misshapen ring is awkward to hide with greenery and can
hang at an angle. Use a purpose-made frame for the main project so the decorative outline and

hanging point start with a firm support.

KEEP THE FRAME FOR NEXT YEAR

Choose removable wire ties for decorations. Avoid covering the whole base with glue. You will be
able to replace foliage, change the ribbon and separate the materials after Christmas.
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PLAN A SUPPLIES

Your evergreen shopping list

Quantities are a starting allowance for a 45 cm finished wreath.
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Lay out the frame, foliage and fixings before you begin. Keep pruning tools separate from wire cutters.

Item Amount for Plan A

Wire wreath frame 1 x 30 cm (12 in) outside diameter

Fir, pine and flat cedar cuttings About 100-130 short stems, including spares

Green florist binding wire 1 reel, 22-24 gauge, about 0.5-0.6 mm [2]

Separate decoration ties 12-16 pieces of suitable florist wire, 25-30 cm long

Pinecones and dried orange 7 small cones plus 5 sound orange slices

Ribbon, 4-6 cm wide About 1.2 m (4 ft) for a modest bow

Hanging loop and door hanger Match both to the finished load and door surface

Tools Pruners, wire cutters, pliers, gloves, tape measure and scissors

Foliage density varies. Broad, bushy tips cover more ring than thin sprigs. Make one sample bundle
before cutting everything, then keep roughly a tenth of the useful stems in reserve for repairs. The
decoration count is a design recipe rather than a requirement. Use fewer pieces if the wreath begins to
look crowded.
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Build texture with a few greens
Buy or cut foliage that bends without dropping its needles.

Material Use it for Watch for

Fir tips Dense coverage and a clear Brittle needles, dull colour or shedding
rounded outline

Pine Soft needles that loosen a stiff Long shoots crossing the centre hole
outline

Flat cedar or cypress Feathery coverage over binding Long trailing ends near door hardware

sprays points

Magnolia leaves A few broad green and brown Heavy leaves that need their own ties
accents

Holly Glossy accents on an inaccessible Spines and berries. Keep away from
display children and pets.

Eucalyptus A small amount of grey-green Drying and colour change. Test a
contrast sample indoors.

Dried hydrangea or Soft texture on a dry indoor Fragile heads and mould in damp

seed heads wreath weather

For Plan A, start with about half fir, then divide the remainder between pine and flat cedar. Treat
that as a visual recipe, not a measured mix. Put a dense piece at the back of each bundle and a
lighter spray over the front. The darker base helps the frame disappear, while the longer needles
keep the edge from looking clipped.

Choose known plants

Identify every cutting before bringing it indoors. Skip yew and mistletoe in this project. Holly
foliage and berries need care around pets, and loose pine needles are also unsuitable for chewing.
Keep finished wreaths, offcuts and decorations out of reach. Artificial greenery still contains small
parts and wire, so it needs the same care around curious mouths. [9, 10]

LEAVE QUESTIONABLE FOLIAGE BEHIND

Avoid stems with mould, dark spotting, active pests or unexplained dieback. This guide leaves
boxwood out of the main recipe because infected holiday greenery can carry boxwood blight. [11]
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PREPARATION

Give the greenery a good start

Prepare fresh foliage before adding ribbon, fruit, lights or other decorations.

Collect small amounts from healthy plants

Take modest cuttings from inconspicuous places, with the owner's permission. Leave
berries and seed heads for wildlife where possible. Avoid stripping a shrub or cutting its
main leader. Fresh Christmas-tree offcuts from a known source can supply useful fir or pine
tips. [2, 5]

Hydrate and hold cool

Re-cut stem ends and stand them in clean water while you prepare the workspace. Suitable
evergreen cuttings can also be soaked overnight before assembly. Drain them before
binding. Keep stored greenery cool and shaded, away from radiators or a hot greenhouse.
(4]

Sort by job

Put dense pieces in one pile and lighter sprays in another. Select shorter stems for the
inside edge. Set aside any broad leaves you want to attach as accents. Pull out loose
needles and discard weak or damaged shoots.

Cut a manageable batch

For Plan A, cut most pieces to 12-18 cm (5-7 in). Strip needles from the bottom 3-4 cm so
the binding grips woody stems. Keep a few shorter pieces for the centre edge and the final
join. Cut more only as the ring needs them.

Protect the bench and your hands

Cover the table with a washable mat or scrap cardboard. Keep wire cuttings in a shallow container
so they do not fall onto the floor. Wear gloves for prickly foliage and use wire cutters for wire, since
it can damage pruning blades. Put tools down closed between tasks. Children can choose colours
and lay out decorations while an adult handles cutting and binding.

A SIMPLE READINESS CHECK

Make one three- or four-stem bundle. It should sit on the frame without splitting the stems or filling
the centre hole. If it feels stiff and bulky, use fewer stems or shorter pieces.
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PLAN A / MEASURED DRAWING

The 45 cm evergreen wreath

A direct-bound foliage wreath on a reusable 30 cm wire frame.

45 cm / about 18 in Hanging point at 12 o'clock
Fixed to rigid frame

A

30 cm frame

- / under the foliage
L, - \
v 7 === \
\
\
]
1
1
1
1

7 4 -
// /, e \ \
v g 2 AN \ \
1 // Y
I, Y
|’ I’ I 18-20 cm [
1y P >0
v ! 1
\ + | OPEN CENTRE 1
Y P About 28 small bundles
7/ . .
NN AV / Tie points about 3 cm apart
\\\\ \\i___’, ///,
N~ SQ

S -~

FRONT VIEW / NOT FULL SIZE

F-1g Working target

Frame 30 cm outer diameter, about 22 cm inner opening
Foliage bundles About 28 bundles, 3-4 small stems each

Stem length / clean bases 12-18 cm / bottom 3-4 cm stripped

Binding pitch About 3 cm along the middle rail, adjusted for coverage
Finished outline / depth About 45 cm wide / 8-12 cm deep

Clear opening Aim for 18-20 cm after trimming

The middle rail of this example has a circumference of about 82 cm. Dividing it between 28 bundles
gives roughly 3 cm between tie points. Bushier foliage may need fewer bundles. Keep the visible
thickness even and adjust the spacing rather than forcing every wreath to use exactly the same count.
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PLAN A / STEPS 1 AND 2

Set up the frame and hanger

Make the hanging point while you can still see the metal rails.

Purpose-made loop or suitable strong cord
Fix around a rigid rail beside a cross-brace.

Reel wire starts at a cross-brace.
Make several firm turns and fold the short
end in.

FRAME SHOWN FROM THE BACK

° Mark the top and fit the hanging loop

Choose a sound cross-brace as the top of the wreath. Fit a purpose-made hanging loop or
suitable strong cord around the rigid frame at that point. Keep it short enough to hide
behind the foliage. Close the fastening securely, pull it firmly by hand and check that it
cannot slide around the rail. A decorative ribbon bow is not the structural hanger.

a Anchor the binding wire

With the frame face up, secure the end of your reel wire beside a cross-brace. Make several
snug turns around the metal, then tuck the short end towards the inside of the frame. Keep
the reel attached. Pull the working wire firmly to check the starting point before the foliage
hides it. [2]

CHECK THE SUPPORT TWICE

The hand pull checks the assembly only. Later, weigh the decorated wreath and check the rated
door hanger, its fitting instructions and the condition of the mounting surface.
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PLAN A / STEPS 3 AND 4

Make the first bundle

A small repeatable bundle is easier to control than a large handful.
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A partly covered frame shows the relationship between foliage, exposed stem bases and binding wire.

e Put the dense foliage underneath

Choose three or four prepared pieces. Place a fir tip behind a lighter cedar spray, then add a
little pine. Align the bare stem bases and spread the leafy ends into a shallow fan. Keep a
finished sample beside you to compare later bundles. The sample helps prevent the second
half of the wreath becoming much thicker than the first.

° Bind the stem bases to the frame

Lay the bundle across the rails, angled along the curve. Wrap the reel wire around both the
bare bases and the full width of the frame two or three times. Pull snugly after each turn,
without cutting into the stems. The leafy tips should remain free. Tug each stem gently. If
one slides, add a separate tie at its woody base. [2]

CHOOSE THE DIRECTION ONCE

In this guide, new tie points move clockwise. Each new bundle's tips point back over the bundle
already attached. You can work the other way if it suits your hands, provided the overlap stays
consistent.
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PLAN A / STEPS 5 AND 6

Cover the ring evenly

The next bundle hides the wire and cut ends of the previous one.

ENLARGED STRAIGHTENED SECTION OF THE RING

TIPS COVER THE PREVIOUS TIE

NEW TIE POINTS ADVANCE THIS WAY

Diagram is schematic. The actual tie points sit closer together, about 3 cm apart on Plan A.

e Repeat the overlap

Place the next bundle so its foliage covers the last binding. Keep its stem bases a short
distance farther around the ring. Bind them to the frame, then repeat. Aim for the same
visible thickness throughout. Alternate a slight outward tilt with a straighter placement if
the outside edge needs more coverage. [3, 5]

e Check after each quarter

Set the wreath flat and look across the surface. Check the outside curve, centre opening
and the depth at the back. Remove a bulky bundle now if it creates a lump. Use shorter
pieces near the inner rim. Turn the whole frame as you work so you can reach the
underside without twisting your wrist.

Keep the reel wire close to the stem bases. A long span across leafy tips can flatten them or leave

an obvious green line. If the wire breaks, secure both loose ends to the frame and restart with a
sound length. A hidden repair is better than a weak join that lets several bundles loosen together.
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PLAN A / STEPS 7 AND 8

Close the join and finish the back

Leave the first bundle's leafy end free until the final gap is filled.

CROSS-SECTION THROUGH ONE BINDING POINT

Binding encloses stem bases

/ and the full frame section.

Three frame rails
shown end-on

FRONT / FOLIAGE SIDE

BACK / DOOR SIDE

° Hide the last stem ends

Make the final one or two bundles smaller if the gap is narrow. Lift the leafy tips of the first
bundle and slide the final stem bases underneath them. Bind the new bases to the frame,
taking care not to trap the lifted leaves. Lower those first tips over the join. The ring should
read as one continuous band. [3]

e Lock off the binding and inspect

Turn the wreath over on a clean towel. Cut the working wire with about 10 cm left, pass that
end under a sound frame rail and make several tight turns. Fold the tip into the frame. Add

separate ties to any slipping stems. Check every rear surface with gloved fingers, then turn
the wreath face up and trim stray pieces.

A SMOOTH BACK PROTECTS THE DOOR

Keep cut wire ends turned inward. Add small soft, colourfast pads at frame contact points if suitable
for your door finish. Pads reduce rubbing but do not replace a sound hanger or stop a wreath moving
in wind.
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DECORATION FIXINGS

Attach every piece to the base

A decoration should stay put when the door moves.

¢ © ¢

CONE ORANGE SLICE LIGHT BAUBLE

Tie wires are red for clarity. Use discreet ties and take both ends through to the rigid frame.

Decoration Method Check
Pinecone Slip a tie around the cone beneath firm lower scales. The cone cannot pull free
Twist ends together, pass them through the foliage and or swivel loosely.

fasten to the frame.

Dried orange Thread a loose wire loop through two sound areas near The rind is dry and

slice the rind. Avoid pulling hard on the brittle centre. Tie to unbroken. The loop does
the frame. not cut it.

Light bauble Use a secure moulded eye or sound hanging loop. Tie The cap cannot pull out of
through it and onto the frame. the ornament.

Small twig or Tie the pieces together, then attach the bundle at two Nothing projects into the

cinnamon bundle points. doorway or drops out.

Test each attachment with a gentle pull. Add a second tie where a piece can rotate. For a moving
exterior door, choose small unbreakable ornaments and skip heavy glass pieces. Glue can help
hold a tiny indoor detail, but the main decorations should have a mechanical tie. Keep all cut ends
away from the door surface. [6]
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RIBBON

Make a bow that keeps its shape

A modest bow is easier to place than long tails that catch in the handle.

18-22 cm finished bow Start with about 1.2 m
of 4-6 cm wide ribbon.

A
A\ 4

Make two loops, pinch
the centre and bind it.

Tie the bow to the frame,
then shorten the tails.

FRONT VIEW / NOT A CUTTING TEMPLATE

Fold the loops

Leave a tail of about 25 cm. Fold a loop back towards your fingers, then fold a matching
loop on the other side. Aim for a bow about 18-22 cm wide. If the ribbon has a right and
wrong side, twist it at the pinch point so the attractive face stays outward.

Bind and attach

Pinch the folds together and bind the centre with a separate florist wire. Place it over the
chosen part of the wreath and take the wire ends through to the frame. Secure them at the
back, then conceal the centre binding with a short wrap of the same ribbon if you prefer.

Shape, test and trim

Open the loops with your fingers. Trim the tails to clear the handle, lock and letter slot,
allowing for movement. A diagonal end is quick and tidy. For a V-shaped cut, fold a tail
lengthways and cut from the folded edge towards the outer corners. Keep wired ribbon
ends tucked away.
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DECORATION ADVICE

Give the wreath one clear focus

Lay the decorations on before you fasten any of them.

000

One strong cluster Repeated small groups Quiet and mostly green

Use the greenery as the main colour

On the cover wreath, orange slices make small warm patches against dark foliage. The burgundy
bow is the largest single decoration. Cones sit deeper inside the greenery so they do not compete
with the ribbon. Keep a few green spaces between ornaments. That breathing room helps the
wreath keep its shape when you see it from the pavement.

Work with the door colour

Door or background A useful starting palette

Dark green or navy Orange slices, brown cones and burgundy or ivory ribbon
White or pale grey Deep red ribbon with muted gold details

Blue-grey Copper ribbon, natural grapevine and a little orange
Warm wood Green foliage with cream ribbon and small dark cones

Check the view from the path

Hold the wreath upright before attaching the final pieces. The lower half often looks heavier once
gravity pulls the foliage down. Move a large cone or bow higher if the shape droops. Photograph it
on your phone, then look at the small preview. An empty patch or crowded cluster usually shows
up faster there than when your face is a few inches from the leaves.
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HANGING

Choose the fixing for the door

Weigh the finished wreath, including lights and any retained moisture.

Method

Suitable situation

Before hanging

Over-door wreath
hanger

Outdoor adhesive
hook

Existing fixed hook

Door-rated magnetic
hanger

Rated suction hanger

A compatible door with enough
clearance above it

A sound, smooth surface listed
by the manufacturer

A sound fixing installed for this
purpose

A compatible steel door or a
product designed for the specific
glazing setup

Smooth glass where the product
permits the intended load and
conditions

Check door thickness, rated load and
padding. Close and latch the door gently
before loading.

Follow the exact surface preparation,
application temperature, wait time and
weight limit. [7]

Check its condition and fixing into the door
or wall. Confirm the load is suitable.

Check the product rating, paint protection
and door material. A fridge magnet is not a
wreath hanger.

Follow the instructions and inspect often.
Avoid valuable or heavy wreaths.

Support the wreath by its structural loop, not a foliage bundle. Keep the loop seated in the hook
and check that an ordinary door movement cannot bounce it free. If the hanger has a retaining
feature, use it as directed. Do not add a ribbon over the top of a door if it stops the seal, lock or

closer working.

Treat adhesive ratings as product-specific

A hook rated for one weight on a suitable surface may still fail on peeling paint or a textured door.
Use an outdoor model outside and read the current packaging. Extra adhesive strips do not
automatically increase the stated load. When removing a stretch-release strip, follow its specified
pull direction. Do not prise the hook away from the paint. [7]

SHARED ENTRANCES AND SPECIAL DOORS

Check the building's rules before decorating a communal or fire-rated door. Do not drill a door,
disturb its seals or obstruct an escape route without the appropriate approval. Choose a wall display

if door clearance is poor.
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HANGING / MEASURED EXAMPLE

Keep the door fully usable

The example below uses a 45 cm wreath on a 90 cm wide door.

EXAMPLE ONLY / FRONT VIEW

45 cm wreath
A Leave the lock, handle

and camera clear.
165 cm A

example centre —_

height — Shortest practical tails.
g ® Check their full swing

_T when the door moves.

A
Y

90 cm door

Start with the wreath centre around 155-170 cm (61-67 in) above the threshold, then adjust to suit
your actual door. This is a styling range, not a fitting standard. In the drawing, a 45 cm wreath
centred at 165 cm has a lower foliage edge at about 142.5 cm. The real bow and trailing stems
may hang lower.

Test it with your hand on the handle

Open and close the door through its normal travel. Use the lock, letter slot and door knocker.
Check the view through the peephole or camera. Nothing should scrape, trap fingers or swing into
the latch. If a storm door catches the wreath, reduce the depth or move the display. Bring the
wreath in during strong winds if it knocks against the door.
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CARE

Keep fresh foliage looking good

Cool shade usually does more for a fresh wreath than extra decoration.

Setting Planning expectation

Cool, sheltered
outdoor door

Several weeks may be possible. RHS
gives about 4-5 weeks in favourable
outdoor conditions. [1]

Heated indoor room Often a much shorter display. RHS

gives roughly 1-2 weeks indoors. [1]

Warm or tropical
conditions

Do not rely on cool-winter lifespans.

Damp, exposed Fruit and fabric may spoil before the

What to do

Keep out of drying sun and wind.
Inspect ties and foliage after rough
weather.

Make close to the event. Keep away
from heat and replace drying
material.

Make fresh wreaths close to use or
choose the reusable plan.

Use weather-suitable details or move

doorway foliage. the wreath under cover.

A quick check every few days

Look for brittle needles, browned tips, a sour smell or mould. Take the wreath down to replace a
small tired bundle, using a separate tie to the frame. If much of the greenery has dried, remove the
whole wreath. A misting cannot restore dead foliage. Keep fallen needles and small decorations
cleared from the threshold. [4, 8]

For a moss-padded wreath, keep the moss damp and let excess water drain before rehanging. For
the direct-bound Plan A, there is no water reservoir. Light misting may help in dry conditions, but
cool placement and fresh starting material remain the better controls. Remove or protect
moisture-sensitive decorations first. Never wet lights or a battery box unless its instructions permit
it.

AVOID SOAKING A DECORATED WREATH

A finished wreath can contain ribbon dyes, metal fittings and electrical parts that should stay dry.
Hydrate the foliage before assembly. Keep care products off doors and use any anti-desiccant only
on plants and at conditions listed on its label.
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PLAN B / PHOTO AND RECIPE

A grapevine crescent

A lighter option that lets the brown twig ring stay visible.

WHAT TO GATHER

1 sound 30 cm grapevine ring
12-16 small foliage bundles
About 40-55 short stems

5 small cones

3 dried orange slices

0.7-1 m copper ribbon
Separate florist wire ties
Suitable hanging loop

FINISHED TARGET

About 38-42 cm wide, with a clear opening and
much of the upper-right frame exposed. Allow
about 60-90 minutes once materials are
prepared.
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Keep the thickest part near the bow

Start with small bundles at each end of the planned crescent. Build them towards a meeting point
around 7 o'clock, with their leafy tips pointing away from that point. Shorter stems keep the ends

tapered. When the two sets of stem bases meet, secure them separately to the ring and cover the
join with a bow or small cone cluster.

Tie each bundle around a sound part of the grapevine ring, catching several firm twigs rather than
one loose tendril. Pull gently to check the fixing. Follow the decoration methods on page 14. Hang
the wreath before final trimming so you can see how the greenery settles. A heavy decoration on

one side may need moving closer to the ring.

KEEP THIS VERSION UNDER COVER

The exposed ring is part of the design. Avoid packing every gap with foliage. Use artificial orange
slices or omit them on a doorway that receives wind-driven rain.
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PLAN B / MEASURED DRAWING

Build towards one meeting point

Use two tapered runs of foliage so the crescent has neat ends.

30 cm ring

< >
< >

Keep this arc exposed.
The ring stays visible
above the crescent.

Meet near 7 o'clock.
Bow or cones hide
the joined stem bases.

ARROWS = BUILD TOWARDS THE JOIN

G Mark the limits

Lay the ring flat with its hanging point at 12 o'clock. Mark the foliage ends near 10 and 5
o'clock. The decorated path runs down the left side and across the bottom.

a Make the two runs

Starting at 10, work down towards 7. Start the second run at 5 and work back towards 7.
Use smaller bundles at both outer tips and slightly fuller ones near the meeting point.

e Balance the weight

Attach the bow and cones at the join, then hang the ring. If it twists, reduce the side weight,
adjust the loop position slightly or add a second support point allowed by your hanger. Keep
all ties removable.
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PLAN C

A simple indoor hoop

A small foliage crescent, a slim ring and very little fuss.
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a Mark and place the sprays

PLAN AT A GLANCE

Frame: 30 cm metal hoop

Foliage: 6-8 short artificial sprays
Coverage: bottom third only

Decor: 4 light, small baubles
Ribbon: about 60 cm narrow ribbon
Finished width: about 32-36 cm
Time: about 45-60 minutes

Use artificial foliage for a lasting indoor display.
Keep this plan light. A thin hoop offers less grip
than a broad wire frame, so each spray needs two
separate attachment points.

Mark 4, 6 and 8 o'clock on the hoop with removable ties. Set the first spray at 4, with its tip
pointing up that side. Add the next sprays towards 6. Repeat from 8 towards 6 so both sets

of stem bases meet at the bottom.

e Stop the stems rotating

For each spray, use two short wire ties spaced about 2-3 cm apart along the stem. Pull them
snugly around the hoop and fold the ends inward. Check that the spray cannot pivot. If it
slips, add a narrow grip wrap suitable for the hoop before retightening.

o Finish the centre

Tie the four small baubles among the foliage and add a small bow over the meeting point.
Fit a short structural hanging loop at 12 o'clock. Check that the hoop hangs level and that
the wall hook is suitable for its finished weight.
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PLAN D

A wreath to reuse next year

Build on a bare wire frame or refresh a sound artificial wreath you already own.

i
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PLAN AT A GLANCE

Frame: 30 cm wire ring

Foliage: about 24-30 short artificial sprays or mini
bundles

Decor: 8-12 small unbreakable baubles and 5
cones

Ribbon: about 1.2 m

Finished width: about 45 cm

Time: about 90-120 minutes

If you are starting with an existing artificial wreath,
inspect its frame and branch attachments first.
Replace broken or shedding pieces. Outdoor use
requires foliage and ornaments suited to that
exposure.

0 Shape before adding ornaments

Fan the foliage tips in several directions, then return the longest ones to the curve of the
ring. Keep the centre open. If building from a bare frame, overlap short sprays as in Plan A
and use two ties on any smooth artificial stem that can rotate.

Keep details removable

Tie baubles through secure eyes and onto the frame. Use separate wires for cones and
ribbon. Place a little more colour near the bow, then repeat smaller groups elsewhere. Avoid
gluing the ornaments to foliage that may need replacing.

Prepare for storage now

Photograph the finished arrangement and save spare matching ties. Choose a box wider
and deeper than the wreath. A removable bow and separate lights will be easier to protect
after the season. Follow each product's cleaning advice before packing it away.
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TIME AND SPENDING

Plan a calm afternoon

Buy the base and fixings first, then see what the garden can supply.

Stage for Plan A Allow Useful preparation
Collect and hydrate The day before where Inspect foliage and stand cut ends in
possible water.
Prepare tools and cut stems About 25-35 minutes Clear the bench and sort dense and
light pieces.
Bind the full ring About 60-90 minutes Use a sample bundle to hold the

thickness steady.

Decorate and add the bow About 20-30 minutes Lay out the arrangement before
making ties.
Weigh, hang and test About 10-15 minutes Allow extra time for any adhesive

hanger's wait period.

Spend on the pieces that do the work

A sound reusable frame, suitable wire and the correct door hanger are the useful purchases. A
large bag of ornaments is optional. Use garden cuttings you can spare, ribbon left from another
project and cones that are dry and firm. If foliage is scarce, choose the crescent or hoop plan
rather than stretching a thin layer across a full ring.

Dry orange slices ahead of time

Bought dried slices save preparation time. If drying your own, cut even thin slices, blot excess juice
and use an oven or dehydrator method from a reliable source. Follow the appliance guidance and
stay nearby. Drying can take several hours. The slices must be dry through the centre and
completely cool before you tie or store them. Damp centres encourage mould. Keep decorated
slices for display only. [12]

Use what you already have

For a dry indoor wreath, replace oranges with saved fabric bows, light wooden shapes or uncoated
dried seed heads. Paper and felt decorations also work on a light indoor ring. Choose only a few,
then repeat their colour. A tight budget often gives the design a useful limit, because there is less
temptation to fill every inch.

WRITE DOWN YOUR REAL COSTS

On page 28, list reusable supplies separately from foliage and seasonal extras.
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LIGHTS AND WORKING SAFELY

Keep the finishing touches light

Battery LEDs can be useful, but an unlit wreath is easier to maintain.

If you add lights

Choose a small battery LED set labelled for its intended location. For an outside wreath, both the
light strand and battery housing must suit the outdoor conditions stated by the manufacturer. Test
the set before fitting it. Tie the battery box to the frame so it cannot swing or press into the door,
and leave the cover accessible for changing batteries.

Route the strand loosely through the foliage. Use soft ties that do not pinch insulation, and keep it
away from sharp cut wire ends. Never staple through a cable or trap it in a closing door. Do not run
a mains lead across the threshold for this project. Remove damaged lights and switch the set off
when leaving home or going to bed. Follow the manufacturer's instructions. [8]

Battery housing secured to the frame.
Keep the cover and switch accessible.
Check that it does not rub on the door.

BACK VIEW / SCHEMATIC

Keep heat and loose parts away

Never attach a real candle to a wreath or place a flame inside its centre. Keep fresh and artificial
decorations away from heaters and other heat sources. The same wreath should not be turned into
a candle ring. Small baubles, loose wire and batteries belong out of reach of children and pets.
Sweep up the work area before anyone returns to it. [8, 9]

STOP WHEN THE FOLIAGE BECOMES BRITTLE

Dry greenery is a reason to take the wreath down. Lights and misting do not make a dried wreath
suitable to leave on display near heat.

gardeninglatest.com 25



TROUBLESHOOTING

Fix the cause before adding more

Take the wreath down to repair it on a stable bench.

What you see

The ring looks
lopsided

Wire shows through

The centre hole
disappears

Stems slip out

The final join forms a
lump

A cone or bauble
swivels

The wreath tilts

The door rubs or will
not latch

Orange slices soften
or mould

An adhesive hook
moves

Likely cause

Bundle size grew as you
worked

Gaps between bundles or
binding over leaves

Long pieces point inward

Loose binding or too much
leafy material under the
wire

The last bundle is too large

One loose tie or a weak
ornament cap

An off-centre loop or heavy
side cluster

Hanger thickness, excessive
wreath depth or loose tails

Moisture and poor drying

Wrong surface, fitting
conditions or excess load

Useful repair

Compare opposite quarters. Remove or thin the
bulky bundles, then add short pieces to sparse
areas.

Move the next bundle closer or attach a small cover
spray with its own frame tie.

Remove or shorten inward stems. Use compact tips
near the inside edge.

Strip a short clean base and retie firmly to the
frame. Replace split stems.

Undo that section. Use two smaller bundles and
hide their bases under the first tips.

Retie at a sound attachment. Add a second tie to
stop rotation.

Adjust the loop and move heavy pieces closer to
the frame. Check while hanging.

Remove the wreath. Use a compatible hanger,
flatter plan or another display spot.

Remove and discard affected slices. Use fresh dry
replacements in a drier spot.

Take the wreath down at once. Follow the product
instructions for removal and refitting.

A bow can cover a neat join, but it cannot repair a loose frame or unsafe hanger. Fix the attachment
first, then return to the styling. If several sections have dried or loosened, strip the frame and remake
it with fresh material. Reusing the sound base is often quicker than chasing faults around the ring.
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AFTER CHRISTMAS

Save the useful parts

A few minutes of sorting makes next year's wreath easier to begin.

Take it down over a sheet

Carry the wreath with both hands and lay it on the bench. Remove lights and batteries first.
Undo decoration wires, lift off the ribbon and keep reusable pieces together. Do not pull
foliage apart while the sharp ties are still hidden inside it.

Separate greenery and metal

Cut the binding in short sections and collect every piece of wire. Remove the foliage from
the frame. Compost only clean, untreated plant material that is suitable for your local
system. Keep glittered, painted, glued or plastic-coated pieces out of the compost.

Handle suspect material separately

Do not compost boxwood wreath greenery or plant material suspected of disease. Bag it for
disposal under local guidance so it cannot spread disease to garden plants. Avoid scattering
seed-bearing invasive plants. Never dump wreath remains in woodland or hedges. [11]

Dry, check and store

Clean the frame and allow it to dry. Replace it if welds are loose or corrosion has weakened
the wire. Store sound cones and decorations dry. Discard any fruit with dampness or mould.
Loosely coil ribbon and put tissue inside bow loops so they keep their shape.

Give reusable wreaths enough room

Support an artificial wreath in a box that does not press on its foliage. Keep the bow separate if it
crushes easily, and label the box with the wreath size. Remove batteries before storage. A cool dry
cupboard is kinder to fabric, glue and plastic parts than a hot attic. Leave a small note inside with
the hanger type and any repairs needed.

A WREATH YOU CAN MAKE AGAIN

Save one photograph, your measured plan and a short list of what worked. Next Christmas, you can
keep the same frame and change just the foliage or ribbon. The familiar structure leaves room for a
different look.
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PRINTABLE WORKSHEET

Plan your own Christmas wreath

Fill this in before cutting. Measurements may be in centimetres or inches.

DISPLAY LOCATION / EXPOSURE TO RAIN, SUN OR HEAT
DOOR PANEL WIDTH / CLEARANCE ABOVE HANDLE / AVAILABLE DEPTH
PLAN A, B, C OR D / FRAME SIZE / FINISHED WIDTH

FOLIAGE MIX / RIBBON COLOUR / DECORATIONS

Shopping and cost notes
Item Have Need Cost
Frame and hanging loop
Door hanger
Binding wire and ties
Foliage
Ribbon and decorations

Optional battery lights

FINISHED WEIGHT / HANGER RATING / FITTING WAIT TIME

BUILD DATE / DISPLAY DATE / FIRST CARE CHECK

Before buying: check the door opens, the hanger suits its surface and the wreath will clear the lock, camera
and letter slot.
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BENCH CHECKLIST

The full build on one page

For Plan A. Keep this page beside the longer instructions.

Measure the door and choose the finished wreath size. Confirm the hanging method.
Gather a sound 30 cm frame, binding wire, separate ties, prepared greenery and tools.
Hydrate the foliage before assembly, then drain it. Cut mostly 12-18 cm stems.
Mark 12 o'clock. Attach the structural hanging loop to the rigid frame.

Anchor the reel wire beside a cross-brace. Tuck the short wire end in.

Make a small sample bundle with three or four stems and clean woody bases.

Bind the first bundle around the frame with two or three snug turns.

Add bundles with consistent overlap. Check the shape after every quarter.

Keep the centre opening clear. Use shorter stems along its inside edge.

Slide the final stem bases beneath the first leafy tips. Bind and lock off the wire.
Inspect the back. Fold sharp ends inward and retie any loose stems.

Lay out the decorations, then tie each one to the frame. Attach and trim the bow.

Weigh the finished wreath. Fit the suitable hanger according to its instructions.

O O o ooo0ooddo0ooqooao o o

Hang, check every door function and look again after the first day.

BEFORE YOU LEAVE THE BENCH

Collect wire scraps, close tools and clear loose needles. Keep spare foliage cool for small repairs. Put
the care check date on the worksheet.
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SOURCES AND PLAN NOTES

Further reading

Horticultural and safety references checked on 25 October 2026.

1. RHS
Christmas wreaths

2. lowa State University Extension
How to Create A Holiday Wreath

3. Pennsylvania Horticultural Society
How to Make a Holiday Wreath in 6 Simple Steps

4. Chicago Botanic Garden
Keeping Cut Greenery Indoors

5. Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew
Make a Christmas wreath with Henck Réling

6. National Trust
Make a natural Christmas wreath

7. 3M Command
Product FAQs: surfaces, fitting and load ratings

8. U.S. Fire Administration
Holiday Fire Safety

9. Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine
Holiday hazards for dogs

10. University of Missouri Extension
Deck the halls with proper caution

11. lowa State University Extension
Holiday Wreaths? Beware of Boxwood Blight

12. Clemson Cooperative Extension
Drying Oranges for Holiday Decorations

About the plans and pictures

The four plans, sizes, material allowances and styling arrangements were prepared for this guide. They are
working design targets rather than tested load specifications. Follow the current instructions for the frame,
hanger and electrical products you use. Photo illustrations were generated for this guide and may vary in small
details from the measured drawings. Diagrams are schematic unless a dimension is shown.

Gardening Latest supplied the cover logo. Writing was guided by the supplied writing guardrails and style
reference. Measurements are metric first, with rounded inch equivalents. Print the guide on A4 or scale it to
Letter. No drawing is a full-size cutting template.
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https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/types/conifers/christmas-wreaths
https://yardandgarden.extension.iastate.edu/how-to/how-create-holiday-wreath
https://phsonline.org/for-gardeners/gardeners-blog/how-to-make-a-holiday-wreath
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plant-information/keeping-cut-greenery-indoors
https://www.kew.org/read-and-watch/henck-roling-christmas-wreath-tutorial
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/discover/crafts/make-a-natural-christmas-wreath
https://www.command.com/3M/en_US/command/contact-us/faqs/
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/prevention/home-fires/prevent-fires/holiday/
https://www.vet.cornell.edu/departments-centers-and-institutes/riney-canine-health-center/canine-health-topics/holiday-hazards-dogs
https://extension.missouri.edu/news/deck-the-halls-with-proper-caution-0
https://yardandgarden.extension.iastate.edu/article/2018/12/holiday-wreaths-beware-boxwood-blight
https://hgic.clemson.edu/drying-oranges-for-holiday-decorations/
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